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AMARILIS DELLUS PHOTO 

Grupo Folklorico Mahetzi dancers perform at the Día de las Muertos (Day of the Dead) celebration during South 

Shore’s Best Fest! March 4.

V
isitors to last weekend’s inau-

gural Best Fest! in Wimauma 

had the opportunity to visit 

five different cultural celebrations 

in one big event. 

“The event was a lot of fun, and 

it was great to share the tradi-

tions of the five areas of celebra-

tion with everyone,” said Melanie 

Davis, executive director of the 

SouthShore Chamber of Com-

merce. “There was so much en-

tertainment you had to catch as 

much as you could when passing 

through each area. 

The folks who turned out reflect-

ed the diverse array of cultures the 

festival represented, Davis said, 

noting the event captured the es-

sence of the entire South Shore 

area.   
“For a first year event, along 

with a new location, we are very 

pleased with the turnout and hope 

to bring another similar event next 

year.” SEE MORE PHOTOS AT WWW.

OBSERVERNEWS.NET/.

SouthShore’s Best Fest!

was five festivals in one

 � By LOIS KINDLE

lekindle@aol.com

COURTESY PHOTO

Sun City Center Community Association Board members and Seniors in 

Service CEO Robin Ingles gather for a photo after reviewing a memorandum 

of understanding forming a new partnership between the two organizations. 

From left are Eric Porr, Ron Matelski, Kim Roush, Jim Collins, Ron Clark, 

Ingles, Carrie Blaylock, Debbie Caneen, Gary Bratt and Roger Zeig.

T
he newly elected board of the 

Sun City Center Community 

Association and Seniors in 

Service are partnering to get resi-

dents more involved in their com-

munity.
The board recently approved 

a memorandum of understand-

ing (MOU) with the Tampa-based 

nonprofit group to try to engage 

more residents in the community’s 

clubs, events and civic activities. 

“We have a goal of increasing 

volunteerism, and this MOU, in 

conjunction with our HUG [Help 

Us Govern] program, will help us 

achieve it,” said Ron Clark, SCC 

Board president. “We’ll be work-

ing with Seniors in Service to iden-

Partnership’s goal to 

build engagement in 

Sun City Center
 � By LOIS KINDLE

lekindle@aol.com

S
tingray baseball enjoyed a 

week of putting up big num-

bers on the scoreboard. The 

team opened the week with an 

11-2 road win at South Shore ri-

val East Bay and followed up that 

outburst with a much bigger blow-

out, 15-4, at home vs. Tampa Bay 

Tech.
Kennedy Duran has the young 

Stingrays rolling on offense, and 

the pitching has been stingy, only 

allowing eight runs in their first 

four games, four of those runs in 

the first inning against the Titans. 

The Stingrays scored two first in-

ning runs to get on the scoreboard 

first vs. the Indians. Freshman 

Ethan Dejesus took the mound and 

surrendered those two runs back, 

and East Bay and Sumner saw the 

first inning tied at two. Those two 

runs would be the only runs the 

Stingray staff yielded for the rest 

of the game. Manny Ramos went 

3-3 with a walk and a double, driv-

ing in two runs for the winners. 

Brenden Rodriquez, Isaac Marti-

nez and Jesse Robledo all went 3-5 

to bolster the offense and depart 

East Bay with the 11-2 win. 

The ’Rays returned home for the 

first time this season to face Tam-

pa Bay Tech. A light tower issue 

moved what was to be their first 

home game to Bloomingdale, so 

the team was eager to finally open 

its home schedule. Landon Wilder 

got the call to start for Sumner. 

Landon struggled with control in 

the first and gave up three runs 

before giving way to fellow junior 

Gavin Albritton. Gavin controlled 

 � By FRANCIS FEDOR

francisfotography@outlook.com

Stingray baseball offense impresses

Sumner softball setback — loss to Plant

Stingray player races to stop Tampa Bay Tech’s #42.
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AMARILIS DELLUS PHOTO 

Grupo Folklorico Mahetzi dancers perform at the Día de las Muertos (Day of the Dead) celebration during South 

Shore’s Best Fest! March 4.

V isitors to last weekend’s inau-
gural Best Fest! in Wimauma 
had the opportunity to visit 

five different cultural celebrations 
in one big event. “The event was a lot of fun, and 

it was great to share the tradi-
tions of the five areas of celebra-

tion with everyone,” said Melanie 
Davis, executive director of the 
SouthShore Chamber of Com-
merce. “There was so much en-
tertainment you had to catch as 
much as you could when passing 
through each area. The folks who turned out reflect-

ed the diverse array of cultures the 
festival represented, Davis said, 
noting the event captured the es-

sence of the entire South Shore 
area.   
“For a first year event, along 

with a new location, we are very 
pleased with the turnout and hope 
to bring another similar event next 
year.”

SEE MORE PHOTOS AT WWW.
OBSERVERNEWS.NET/.

SouthShore’s Best Fest!was five festivals in one
 � By LOIS KINDLElekindle@aol.com

COURTESY PHOTO

Sun City Center Community Association Board members and Seniors in 

Service CEO Robin Ingles gather for a photo after reviewing a memorandum 

of understanding forming a new partnership between the two organizations. 

From left are Eric Porr, Ron Matelski, Kim Roush, Jim Collins, Ron Clark, 

Ingles, Carrie Blaylock, Debbie Caneen, Gary Bratt and Roger Zeig.

T he newly elected board of the 
Sun City Center Community 
Association and Seniors in 

Service are partnering to get resi-
dents more involved in their com-
munity.
The board recently approved 

a memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) with the Tampa-based 

nonprofit group to try to engage 
more residents in the community’s 
clubs, events and civic activities. 
“We have a goal of increasing 

volunteerism, and this MOU, in 
conjunction with our HUG [Help 
Us Govern] program, will help us 
achieve it,” said Ron Clark, SCC 
Board president. “We’ll be work-
ing with Seniors in Service to iden-

Partnership’s goal to build engagement in Sun City Center � By LOIS KINDLElekindle@aol.com

S tingray baseball enjoyed a 
week of putting up big num-
bers on the scoreboard. The 

team opened the week with an 
11-2 road win at South Shore ri-
val East Bay and followed up that 
outburst with a much bigger blow-
out, 15-4, at home vs. Tampa Bay 
Tech.
Kennedy Duran has the young 

Stingrays rolling on offense, and 
the pitching has been stingy, only 
allowing eight runs in their first 

four games, four of those runs in 
the first inning against the Titans. 
The Stingrays scored two first in-
ning runs to get on the scoreboard 
first vs. the Indians. Freshman 
Ethan Dejesus took the mound and 
surrendered those two runs back, 
and East Bay and Sumner saw the 
first inning tied at two. Those two 
runs would be the only runs the 
Stingray staff yielded for the rest 
of the game. Manny Ramos went 
3-3 with a walk and a double, driv-
ing in two runs for the winners. 
Brenden Rodriquez, Isaac Marti-
nez and Jesse Robledo all went 3-5 

to bolster the offense and depart 
East Bay with the 11-2 win. 
The ’Rays returned home for the 

first time this season to face Tam-
pa Bay Tech. A light tower issue 
moved what was to be their first 
home game to Bloomingdale, so 
the team was eager to finally open 
its home schedule. Landon Wilder 
got the call to start for Sumner. 
Landon struggled with control in 
the first and gave up three runs 
before giving way to fellow junior 
Gavin Albritton. Gavin controlled 

 � By FRANCIS FEDORfrancisfotography@outlook.com

Stingray baseball offense impresses
Sumner softball setback — loss to Plant

Stingray player races to stop Tampa Bay Tech’s #42.
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AMARILIS DELLUS PHOTO 
Grupo Folklorico Mahetzi dancers perform at the Día de las Muertos (Day of the Dead) celebration during South 
Shore’s Best Fest! March 4.

V isitors to last weekend’s inau-
gural Best Fest! in Wimauma 
had the opportunity to visit 

five different cultural celebrations 
in one big event. 

“The event was a lot of fun, and 
it was great to share the tradi-
tions of the five areas of celebra-

tion with everyone,” said Melanie 
Davis, executive director of the 
SouthShore Chamber of Com-
merce. “There was so much en-
tertainment you had to catch as 
much as you could when passing 
through each area. 

The folks who turned out reflect-
ed the diverse array of cultures the 
festival represented, Davis said, 
noting the event captured the es-

sence of the entire South Shore 
area.   

“For a first year event, along 
with a new location, we are very 
pleased with the turnout and hope 
to bring another similar event next 
year.”

SEE MORE PHOTOS AT WWW.
OBSERVERNEWS.NET/.

SouthShore’s Best Fest!
was five festivals in one

 � By LOIS KINDLE
lekindle@aol.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Sun City Center Community Association Board members and Seniors in 
Service CEO Robin Ingles gather for a photo after reviewing a memorandum 
of understanding forming a new partnership between the two organizations. 
From left are Eric Porr, Ron Matelski, Kim Roush, Jim Collins, Ron Clark, 
Ingles, Carrie Blaylock, Debbie Caneen, Gary Bratt and Roger Zeig.

T he newly elected board of the 
Sun City Center Community 
Association and Seniors in 

Service are partnering to get resi-
dents more involved in their com-
munity.

The board recently approved a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) with the Tampa-based 

nonprofit group to try to engage 
more residents in the community’s 
clubs, events and civic activities. 

“We have a goal of increasing 
volunteerism, and this MOU, in 
conjunction with our HUG [Help 
Us Govern] program, will help us 
achieve it,” said Ron Clark, SCC 
Board president. “We’ll be work-
ing with Seniors in Service to iden-

Partnership’s goal to 
build engagement in 

Sun City Center
 � By LOIS KINDLE

lekindle@aol.com

S tingray baseball enjoyed a 
week of putting up big num-
bers on the scoreboard. The 

team opened the week with an 
11-2 road win at South Shore ri-
val East Bay and followed up that 
outburst with a much bigger blow-
out, 15-4, at home vs. Tampa Bay 
Tech.

Kennedy Duran has the young 
Stingrays rolling on offense, and 
the pitching has been stingy, only 
allowing eight runs in their first 

four games, four of those runs in 
the first inning against the Titans. 
The Stingrays scored two first in-
ning runs to get on the scoreboard 
first vs. the Indians. Freshman 
Ethan Dejesus took the mound and 
surrendered those two runs back, 
and East Bay and Sumner saw the 
first inning tied at two. Those two 
runs would be the only runs the 
Stingray staff yielded for the rest 
of the game. Manny Ramos went 
3-3 with a walk and a double, driv-
ing in two runs for the winners. 
Brenden Rodriquez, Isaac Marti-
nez and Jesse Robledo all went 3-5 

to bolster the offense and depart 
East Bay with the 11-2 win. 

The ’Rays returned home for the 
first time this season to face Tam-
pa Bay Tech. A light tower issue 
moved what was to be their first 
home game to Bloomingdale, so 
the team was eager to finally open 
its home schedule. Landon Wilder 
got the call to start for Sumner. 
Landon struggled with control in 
the first and gave up three runs 
before giving way to fellow junior 
Gavin Albritton. Gavin controlled 

 � By FRANCIS FEDOR
francisfotography@outlook.com

Stingray baseball offense impresses
Sumner softball setback — loss to Plant

Stingray player races to stop Tampa Bay Tech’s #42.
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